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Skills Finland

 Founded in 1993

- Background
- Ministry of Education
- Finnish National Board of Education
- VET providers
- Labour Market Organisations
- Organisations of teachers and students
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Objectives of Skills Finland

* Improve the quality and increase the
internationalization of vocational
education and training

* increase the attractiveness of VET

* encourage students to improve their
professional and entrepreneurial skills
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Skills Finland
Key activities

National Skills competitions
— Taitaja 9 for primary school students

— Taitaja, national skills competition for students in initial
VET

— TaitajaPLUS, national skills competition for VET students
with disabilities and special needs

International Skills Competitions

—  WorldSkills

— Abilympics

— FEuroSkills
Training of competitors and team Finland
Training of skills competition specialists

{,S Research, development, communication
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Guiding principles

- Each competition has its special objectives and
tasks

- Each competition has its place in the education
and training system

« Supporting national objectives of VET
« National and international networks

« Finland is an active member of WSI, IAF and
ESPO
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THE FINNISH EDUCATION SYSTEM

DOCTORAL

DEBREES

- licentiate
degrees

MASTER'S
DEGREES

BACHELDR'S
DEGREES

Universities

POLYTECHMIG
MASTER S DEGREES

Work experience 3 vears

POLYTECHNIC BACHELOR™ S
DEGREES
Polytechnics

Specialist
Work — » Rz LD E]
experience qualifications

MATRIGULATION
EXAMINATION

General upper secondary schools
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VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATONS
Vocational institutions amnd
apprenticeship training
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T Work

— Additional education

experience

BASIC EDUCATION (comprehensive schools) 7-16 year—olds

Pre-primary education, 6—year-olds



History of Skills Competitions
in Finland

1988: Member of WorldSkills International (WSI)
First National Skills Competitions
1989: For the first time in WSC (Birmingham)
1993: Foundation of Skills Finland
2000: Application for WSC2005
Development of national Skill Competitions
Supporting projects funded by ESF
2005: Host of WSC2005
Member of International Abilympics Federation (IAF)
2007: Member of European Skills promotion organisation

(ESPO)
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