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• Estonian vocational education and training system
• VET opportunities for students with special needs
• Skill competitions in Estonia and participation in 

international competitionsinternational competitions



Estonian VET in figures

• 28 363 students in initial training and about 26 000 
adults in continuous learning and retraining

• About 7000 initial students studying in Russian
• Over 5000 dropouts (19%) per year
• 45 VET colleges – 31 state owned, 3 municipal and 11 • 45 VET colleges – 31 state owned, 3 municipal and 11 

private
• 2096 teachers (1196 of them VET teachers and trainers)



Main challenges for Estonian VET in period 
2009 - 2013

• Improving quality of studies
• Introducing Quality Assurance system
• Meeting needs of different target groups
• Expanding continues training and retraining
• Rising attractiveness of VET• Rising attractiveness of VET
• Developing qualification system
• Improving financing
• Updating the infrastructure of VET colleges



Rising attractiveness of VET

• A special ESF program for promoting VET (2008 – 2013)
• Developing national skill competitions’ system as the 

main activity of this program
• Actively taking part in WorldSkills and EuroSkills 

movementmovement
• Skill competitions

– Good stimulus for competitors
– Setting higher standards for training
– Main attracting tool



VET opportunities for students with special 
needs

• Students with special needs are studying in ca 25 VET 
schools

• Ca 900 students with special needs (i.e. ca 3% of all 
VET students)

• Many schools have been renovated and access has • Many schools have been renovated and access has 
been provided for wheelchairs etc.

• VET schools, which accept students with special needs 
have responsibility to grant psychological support. In 
many cases there are only 1 – 2 specialist per school.



Professions for students with special needs

Main division of fields where students with special needs 
are studying:

• Building construction – ca 31%
• Household services – ca 20%
• Cooking – ca 18%• Cooking – ca 18%
• Light vehicle technician – ca 10%
• Pastry cook, farmer, IT – ca 4% each



Astangu Vocational Rehabilitation Center

Unique center that offers rehabilitation services and 
different courses to people of working age with special 
needs.

Difference from vocational schools: support to the studying
process (ca 20 rehabilitation specialists), small study process (ca 20 rehabilitation specialists), small study 
groups, individual training, tutor after graduation).

They are providing opportunity to acquire vocational 
education in cooperation with Haapsalu Vocational 
Education Centre.



Taitaja Plus 2010

IT/Network support

2 competitors from Estonia
Tauno Terve and Timmo Nahkur
They are both students from Haapsalu Vocational They are both students from Haapsalu Vocational 

Education Centre and the course is provided in 
cooperation of two schools: Astangu and Haapsalu.

They took part in Haapsalu VEC school competition and  
came first.



Skill competitions in Estonia

Objectives are
• To increase  popularity of vocational education and 

training
• To value craftsmanship
• To motivate students and recognize the best• To motivate students and recognize the best
• To improve the content and quality of teaching
• To improve cooperation of stakeholders
• To disseminate and implement best practices of 

international competitions
• To get involved in international networks



Skill competitions – history 1994 - 2006

Symbolic start – competition of young farmers 1994
Popular skills : farmer, cook, hairdresser, waiter, gardener, 

bricklaying, cabinetmaking, painter, pastry cook, 
dressmaker.

Organizing : schools, examination centre, entrepreneurs Organizing : schools, examination centre, entrepreneurs 
associations, companies

Financing : Ministry of Education and Research, schools

Absence to compare our competitors’ skills at international 
level



Skill competitions – 2006 - present

• System change – Ministry of Education and Research initiative
• The role of coordinator of skill competitions was appointed to 

Foundation Innove 
• Tasks of the coordinator

– To develop national structure of skill competitions 
– To develop partner networks
– To improve collaboration of Industry and VET through skill 

competitions
– To use international standards for development of competition 

test projects
– To create opportunities for the best to participate in international 

competitions



Local skill competitions development

• The number of Skill competitions coordinated by Innove 
has grown 3 times in 3 years.

• Since 2008 financing via European Social Fund project
• Motivation of participation in skill competitions has 

grown.grown.
• Cooperation network between Innove and its partners is 

expanding.
• Schools are becoming more interested and involved in 

organizing skill competitions.



Noor Meister 2009

First national multi-trade skills 
competition

10 trades : mechatronics, IT, tiler, 
painter, florist, hairdresser, painter, florist, hairdresser, 
electrician, pastry cook, 
confectioner, cosmetician.



EstoSkills

www.estoskills.ee

“Brand” for both local 

and 

international competitions



Local skill competitions 2010

Team: 2 skill competition coordinators, TD for WS and ES 
(member of management board), assistant, 
communication coordinator (part-time).

• I half year: 13 separate competitions (15 trades) held at 
different vocational education and training centers of different vocational education and training centers of 
Estonia

• II half year: 6 separate competitions (ca 15 trades)
– One of these competitions will be joint event Noor 

Meister 2010 (with 10 trades)



Participating in international competitions

2007 Estonia becomes 
member of WorldSkills 
International

2008 Estonia becomes 
member of ESPO



First time at WorldSkills

2007 Japan, Shizuoka
Team Estonia , 4 competitors 

took part in 3 fields: cooking, 
cabinetmaking, mechatronics

ResultsResults
• Mechatronics – 20th place
• Cooking – 18th place
• Cabinetmaking – 21st place



EuroSkills 2008

2008 Holland, Rotterdam
Team Estonia , 12 competitors in 

6 fields: cabinetmaking, 
mechatronics, cook and serve, 
building construction, painting, 
light vehicle technician

Results 15th place (out of 29 Results 15th place (out of 29 
countries)

First medals: 
silver in wall and floor tiling
bronze in bricklaying
Medals for Excellence in cooking 

and mechatronics



WorldSkills 2009

2009 Canada, Calgary
Team Estonia , 6 competitors in 5 

fields: cooking, cabinetmaking, 
mechatronics, wall and floor 
tiling, painting

Results : 26th place (out of 46 Results : 26th place (out of 46 
countries)

Medals for Excellence:
Cabinetmaking (10th place)
Wall and Floor Tiling (11th place)



EuroSkills 2010

2010 Portugal, Lisbon
Team Estonia , 20 competitors in 

7 fields: IT, cross media 
publishing, mechatronics, 
building construction, painting, 
woodcraft technology, cook woodcraft technology, cook 
and serve.

Financing : Ministry of Education 
and Research

Sponsors : schools, companies, 
association of construction 
enterpreneurs



Future expectations

• Increase of skill competitions’ quality and extent of 
trades

• Organizing multi-trade skill competitions will continue 
with increasing number of trades

• Continued presence at WorldSkills and EuroSkills with • Continued presence at WorldSkills and EuroSkills with 
increased numbers of trades and participants

• Network of supporters and partners will expand
• Skills and craftsmanship are highly valued in our society
• Quality of VET improves
• EstoSkills is known, both locally and internationally



Any questions?

Contact information:

Maret Tammerand
Foundation for Lifelong Learning Development Innove
Lõõtsa 4, 11415 Tallinn, EstoniaLõõtsa 4, 11415 Tallinn, Estonia

Tel: +372 699 8052
E-mail: maret.tammerand@innove.ee



Thank you for your time!
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